
SHL OPEN WORKSHOP SERIES
WORKSHOP 1: PROCESSING / CLEANING DATA



PLAN FOR THE SESSION
▸ Introduction - Short talk on what, how, why and some things to consider  

▸ Practical 1. Calibre - eBook management tool  

▸ Practical 2. Laurence Anthony’s Tools  

▸ Practical 3. Voyant Tools  

▸ Practical 4. Fun with Text Editors 

▸ Conclusion
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SELECT * FROM articles 
WHERE MATCH (title,body) 
AGAINST ('database' IN 
NATURAL LANGUAGE MODE);
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CALIBRE EBOOK MANAGER

▸ Input 
AZW, AZW3, AZW4, CBZ, CBR, CBC, CHM, DJVU, DOCX, 
EPUB, FB2, HTML, HTMLZ, LIT, LRF, MOBI, ODT, PDF, 
PRC, PDB, PML, RB, RTF, SNB, TCR, TXT, TXTZ 

▸ Output 
 AZW3, EPUB, DOCX, FB2, HTMLZ, OEB, LIT, LRF, MOBI, 
PDB, PMLZ, RB, PDF, RTF, SNB, TCR, TXT, TXTZ, ZIP 

▸ UTF-8





BATCH JOBS
Where did it go? Do you trust it? How will you check?



WORKSHOP MATERIALS

http://benskitchen.com/txt/

Heidi - eBook examples 

Mass Observation 12th May Diaries (2015) 

Old Bailey Sessions Papers

Please be respectful with your use of Mass Observation content.



TASK 1 - CALIBRE 

▸ Add and remove content from the Calibre Library (Try the eBooks) 

▸ Use Bulk Convert to process multiple files 

▸ Export your text as UTF-8 

▸ Move the results to a folder that you can use later today (Stick them on your 
desktop in a folder called output1) (Hint! retain a clear distinction between 
source files and output files)



AntFileConverter
AntConc
TagAnt

Laurence 
Anthony 
Tools



▸ Task 2a  

▸ Run AntFileConverter 

▸ Convert the 12th May 2015 Folder 

▸ Check your results (You should have errors, 
I don’t expect everyone to see them all.)

TASK 2:  ANT TOOLS

An alternative file conversion tool (because “PDF is a terrible format to convert from”) 

▸ Task 2b  

▸ Run AntConc 

▸ Try a single document,  
then try the whole folder

▸ Task 2c  

▸ Run TagAnt 

▸ Tag at least 1 document 

▸ View your results



TASK 3 - VOYANT TOOLS  

▸ Launch a ‘Stand Alone’ version of the Voyant Server  
(Please don’t upload MO docs to the public Voyant server!) 

▸ Load a Session Paper, or MO document or folder of documents (Start Small)  

▸ Explore the visualisation tools and layout options

NB! Voyant can process pdf and word docs without cleaning



TASK 4 - USE CONTENT IN THE SESSIONS PAPERS FOLDER FOR THIS ACTIVITY

1.Replace the tags you want to keep (<p></p>) with your own identifiers 

2.Remove remaining XML markup 

3.Replace your own identifiers (put the <p>s back in) 

4.Deal with ‘whitespace’ 

5.Consider doing this to a folder of documents

Use your text editor to remove all xml tags - except paragraph tags

My Suggested process for this is:

<[^>]+>

^(?:[\t ]*(?:\r?\n|\r))+



https://benskitchen.com/txt/

WORKSHEET



Thank You





FUN WITH TEXT EDITORS: SOLUTION
All of these operations use the Find & Replace feature, either in normal node or in regular expression mode. 

Steps: 

1. Replace the opening paragraph tag (<p>) with a custom identifier (e.g **ben**) 

2. Replace the closing paragraph tag (</p>) with a second custom identifier (e.g **/ben**) 

3. This time use regular expression mode with the following pattern (without quotes) “<[^>]+>” to remove all remaining XML 
tags . NB the regular expression mode icon is normally dot star e.g.    .* 

4. Re-insert the paragraph tags so your data has paragraph. (Otherwise you’ll be left with one massive paragraph) 

5. Use Regular expression mode to Remove unwanted white space and blank lines. (without quotes)  “^(?:[\t ]*(?:\r?\n|\r))+” 


